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scope and plan of the work, and also its practical utility, since the results here 
given may fairly be assumed to represent a good deal of material locked up in 
lexicons and etymologies. 

It is very seldom that Dr. Vincent turns aside from the task of simple defini- 
tion and analysis, but he occasionally brings in illustrations of the use of words 
from secular writers. Thus, of the expression " Strain at a gnat" he cites Aris- 
totle — who had observed that a certain Moorish soldier before he drank wine 
always unfolded the end of his turban and placed it over the mouth of his bota, to 
strain out the gnats. On disputed renderings the author states the case impar- 
tially, and avoids all discussions of doctrine and everything of the nature of 
homily. The work will be exceedingly useful to the working clergy, and to men 
and women who for any reason desire a closer acquaintance with the thought of 
Scripture than comes to people in the ordinary way of reading, or in the perusal of 
lengthy commentaries. 

VIII. 

A GBEAT BICYCLE A CHtEVEMBNT. 

The conception of a solitary ride round the world on a bicycle was a daring one, 
and previously to the appearance of this volume* would have justly been regarded 
by most sensible people as foolish and visionary. A journey of this length, even 
by an experienced tourist, and with all the modem facilities of travel by land and 
sea, is usually thought to demand a good deal of forethought and preparation, 
besides a moderately comprehensive outfit. To undertake a journey, much of 
which must necessarily be occupied by carrying one's conveyance, one must needs 
reduce the baggage to the very smallest compass and weight, discarding everything 
not absolutely necessary. Even a knapsack cannot be thought of. A bicycler's 
ordinary outfit, with a few indispensable accessories wrapped round the front axle, 
stowed in a diminutive baggage-carrier behind, or inclosed in a sole leather case in 
front, must suffice for the land journey. Where sea voyages have to be made 
other articles can be pm'chased, but for the bicycle journey proper the impedi- 
menta must be of the lightest. For self defense, in circtunstances of extreme 
peril, a revolver is sufficient. But most necessary of all is a stout heart, perfect 
health and spirits, and a practical, ready wit, and self-possession under all vicissi- 
tudes. But granting all these, risks of a most serious character and difficulties 
seemingly unsurmountable naturally suggest themselves. Mr. Stevens, no doubt, 
gave to these points careful preliminary attention. Maps were, no doubt, care- 
fully studied, and all that forethought and planning could suggest as fitting was 
duly noted, and in due course the journey was begun, and was successfully 
finished. 

This first volume contains the diary of adventure between San Francisco and 
Teheran, the capital of Persia, occupying the period between April SSd and Sep- 
tember 30th, 1884, — over five months. It was eminently fitting that the narrative 
should take the diary form. The impressions as daily described are vivid, and 
the reader has all the sensation of sharing the adventures with the traveler him- 
self. The amount of information conveyed, and the insight obtainable through 
these pages, as to the habits and customs of the many peoples and tribes visited, is 
simply wonderful. In no other way could the plain matter-of-fact world be so 
thoroughly opened up to scrutiny. Mr. Stevens tells his story with such evident 
candor and modesty that one feels perfectly safe in trusting his statements. 
Moreover, the style of the book is free from redundancy or exaggeration. There 

* "Around the World oh a Bicycle. Vol. I. From San Francisco to Teheran." By 
Thomas Stevens. Charles Scribner's Sons. 
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are no rhetorical flourishes or ponderous paragraphs of rhapsody or philosophiz- 
ing. The minutest points of incident and travel are set down, as if in anticipation 
of the thousand and one questions an interested listener would put, and yet there 
is no prolixity, nothing wearisome, not a vestige of egotism, no suggestion of 
self -consciousness. At the same time the author does not withhold a single point 
of information necessary to the understanding of the case. In this respect the 
book is worthy of all commendation. One rises from it refreshed and returns to 
it with anticipation, — for it is not to be disposed of at one or two sittings, — and 
after reading it through the feeling is one of satisfaction that so much has been 
learned with so little effort. It would be a great mistake to imagine that the chief 
merit of the book lies in its grotesque and humorous features. There is humor 
and all that, but there is an intrinsic value besides, which puts It on a level with 
the best descriptive works. The illustrations are very numerous, and help the 
reader to the better understanding of the text. A few good maps would have been 
a welcome addition. A second volume is to come. 

IX. 

MISCKLLANXOVS. 

Althougih Mr. Baring Gould's short story, entitled " Red Spider,"* contains 
few features of the modem sensational novel, being, as the author states in the 
preface, but " a slight tale," yet there fixe in it evident touches of a master hand. 
It presents capital features of English village life as it sluggishly ran its rural 
course some forty or fifty years ago on the border line of Devonshire and Cornwall. 
There are few things more strange than the great diversity to be found in the cus- 
toms, habits, and dialect of the various little provinces which make up the island of 
Great Britain. Notwithstanding all the leveling influences of modern civilization, 
there is still enough of this diversity remaining to constitute a most interesting 
and even fascinating study, although, as the author says, old things are passing 
away, as in a great social dissolving view. The object of the author in this story 
has been not so much to write a novel as to photograph a picture of the dissolving 
past before It quite disappears. We think he has succeeded in his purpose, and, at 
the same time, he has written a v^y interesting story, with a good deal of indi- 
viduality about it. The picture of the heroine is a beautiful one, and quite 
true to nature. England is rich in just such noble women as Honor Luzmore. 
The condition also of the sturdy yeoman farmer, removed by a long mark from the 
aristocrat, and yet distinctly and influentially a social feature iu English life, is 
well delineated. It needs a residence of years in the country to find out these 
things. "VTe doubt if the changes anticipated by the author will be so sweeping as 
he imagines. Some ancient landmarks will retnain. Meanwhile we welcome the 
attempt to give permanency to these pen pictures by clothing them in the form of 
an entertaining story which every reader who begins it will read through to the 
end. 

" Thraldom" t appears to us rather a weak and pointless story told in a lively 
vein, yet sufficiently interesting, perhaps, to beguile away an hour on a railway 
journey. It is the story of a wooing which was almost spoiled by the machina- 
tions of a designing woman who had another bridal destination in view for the 
young lady. The scene and characters are English. 

A short Selecticm from Mr. Swinburne's Poems t will be welcomed by many 

* " Red Spider." A novel. By S. Baring Gould. D. Appleton & Co. 
+ " Thraldom." A novel. By Julian Sturgig. D. Appleton & Co. 
t Select Poems. By Algernon Charles Swinburoe. Worthlngton Co. 



